WINTER 2021

After the disruptions of the past
20 months, I wonder – Is church
still important? Our worship
attendance has remained small;
our Sunday School and
confirmation are also both
smaller than they were prepandemic. Many people are
“ghosting” us, not responding to
any form of communication.
So, I thought I’d make the case
for why church is still important.
With a nod to our late President,
Franklin Roosevelt, here is how
church gives us both “Freedom
From” and “Freedom For”.
Freedom From - The Word we
hear on Sundays, in Scripture,
preaching, music, and
sacraments, tells us who we are.
We belong to God, whether we
are in worship on Sundays or not.
But being in worship means we
hear . . . that we are forgiven for
all the times we’ve messed up;
that we are loved always and
forever; that we are more than
our mistakes; that we are rich
even when we feel poor; that we
are strong even when we feel
weak; that we are not alone. In
Jesus, we are freed from the past
so we can live in the NOW. God
has freed us from our own
selfishness and selfcenteredness. In the power of
the Holy Spirit, we can face the
future with hope, even in the
midst of changes and uncertainty.
Freedom For - God sets us free
for a purpose. It is never just
about “me and Jesus.” God uses
our hands to do God’s work. We
are freed for community, freed

for service to others, freed for
giving ourselves away, freed for
loving, for justice, for peace,
freed for the sake of the world. If
you want to be involved in
something BIG – then church is
the place! God has called us out
to embrace a hurting world.
Here’s the way one of our great
hymns puts it – (ELW # 729)
The Church of Christ in
every age, beset by
change but Spirit led,
Must claim and test its
heritage and keep on
rising from the dead.
Across the world, across
the street, the victims of
injustice cry
For shelter and for bread
to eat, and never live until
they die.

Where else can you find food for
your soul? (Certainly not
Facebook or the internet. Social
media has lots of stuff, but face it
– 90% of it is not just trash, it is
toxic to your heart and soul.)
I think Church is still important.
We all need to hear words of
grace and love and acceptance.
We all need to know we are not
alone. And we all need a
purpose in our lives that’s bigger
than us.
Peace, Pastor Judy
(BTW – see you Sunday @ 10:15!)

In Christ,
Pastor Judy
Interim Pastor

Then let the servant
church arise, a caring
church that longs to be
A partner in Christ's
sacrifice, and clothed in
Christ's humanity.
We have no mission but to
serve in full obedience to
our Lord,
To care for all, without
reserve, and spread his
liberating Word.
So, is the church still important?
Where else can you find a place
that affirms both your intrinsic
worth AND gives you purpose for
life? Where else can you mingle
with people of all ages, all walks
of life, and . . . SING together?
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You may think you know the story, but you may be
surprised. You are invited to join us following
worship during Advent as we read through the
Charles Dickens original “Christmas Carol.” Sign
up at in the narthex, so booklets can be ordered.
We will meet Sundays after church, starting Nov.
28th.

Elim will again be
participating with other churches in the Duluth area
in a drive-through display of the Christmas Story.
The final details are being worked out. Keep an eye
on the Sunday announcement bulletin and on
Facebook for more information.

Do you know of
someone who could use a little extra help this
Join us on Saturday, Dec 4th at 1 pm, Christmas season? The Elim community is invited
as we make the church beautiful for the Advent and to submit the names, contact info, and, if possible,
Christmas season. AND – join us following worship the gift card ideas the recipients would like to
on Sunday, Jan 9th as we put those decorations away receive, no later than November 24. Please contact
for another year.
Deb Westerberg by phone (218.213.5170), email
(debw@elimlc.com), or Facebook Messenger with
that information.
For the
four Wednesdays in Advent – Dec. 1st, 8th, 15th, and
22nd – we will worship with Holden Evening Prayer,
starting at 6 p.m. Please join us for this quiet,
contemplative service as we prepare ourselves for
the birth of the Christ Child.

(The sign-up link at
“SignUpGenius” will be available on November 24)
The gift card list will be available on an online sign
up that can be accessed by visiting
www.elimlc.com or the private Elim Facebook
group. Or, if you would like to sign up for slots over
the phone with Deb, please call her at
218.213.5170. Cash donations will also be accepted
so the organizers can purchase requested gift
cards. Be sure to note on your check that it is for the
Christmas Love Tree.

Everyone has a part in THIS program. Join us on
Sunday, Dec. 19th at 10:15 for a musical, “pop-up”
Christmas program. (Tell the truth – did you always
When purchasing gift cards we would like the
really want to be a wise man? You may just get your
amounts on each card to be $25 or less (and please
wish!)
indicate the amount on the card when turning it
in). If you’d like to spend more than $25, please
purchase multiple cards. This will allow us to have
We will celebrate flexibility in how we distribute the gift cards.
the birth of Our Lord Jesus on Friday, December
Return your gift
24th with ONE service at 6:00 pm. Reservations
cards by dropping them off at church or in the
and masks will be REQUIRED. The reservation
mailbox at Elim (next to the lower entrance door).
phone line will be open on December 10th (218) 461-8207. We will limit the number attending
in-person to 150. The service will also be available
to attend via Zoom using the same login info as
Sunday morning worship.

family for only $20, a water filter to make sure
someone has clean water for only $30, or baby
If you’re looking for a way chicks to help a family earn a living for only
to have your gift give
$10. You could even provide a family with an entire
twice as much, consider
farm for $715, or provide for a computer center to a
giving one of the things in needy village for $800, or provide tuition for a future
the new ELCA Good Gifts church leader for $2,500. How much good can you
catalog, available at the back of the church.
do this Christmas?
You can pick things like honeybees for a needy

The online address is: goodgifts.elca.org

lots of music. The Gospel of Luke,
chapter 1, will guide us through
the month.

Praise-type service. I would love
to have guitar, drums, and singers
as part of this service. Please let
me know if you would be willing
During Advent, we will also return to join me those weeks. I love
to gathering for worship on
blended Christian worship.
Our
Wednesdays at 6:00pm, as we
Contact me with any thoughts you
Liturgical
prepare overselves for the birth
might have. On these praise
Church Year of the Christ Child in the
Sundays, you are welcome to join
starts over again on November 28 contemplative Holden Evening
me between 9-9:30 before
with the first Sunday of Advent.
Prayer service.
worship to share your skills at
communicating the richness of
This year has been filled with
On Christmas Eve, we will read
praise music.
puzzlement and anticipation,
the Gospel in darkness, light
which is what Advent is all about. candles, and sing Silent Night.
During January and February the
(The Jewish people celebrate
After that, we will turn up the
theme will be the beginning of
Advent every week of the year, in lights and the joy, ending the
Jesus’ ministry, with Lent
hopes that some new concept of
service with celebrating the birth beginning on March 2nd.
Messiah might arise here and
of Jesus, accompanied by the
there around this planet.) The
brass ensemble.
I welcome any of your comments
Christian Church celebrates
on Sunday mornings. Musically, I/
Advent, followed by Christmas
On December 26, we will
we come to Elim to make worship
and Epiphany, moving toward
continue to celebrate 2,000 years an exciting and inspiring
Lent.
of the presence of Jesus in
experience each Sunday
scripture and song, in a service of morning. Please feel free to share
On Thanksgiving weekend, we
Lessons and Carols.
your thoughts with me or put a
will have our first Sunday Advent
short note (please sign them, so
service. It will be slightly praise
Our choir meets each Wednesday we can get back to you) in the
based, since it’s the fourth Sunday from 7pm until about 8:20, and we offering plate.
of the month. Then on the 19th of
would happily welcome your
Best of enrichment to you as we
December, we will have our
presence in our singing.
continue to experience worship
Christmas program, hopefully
here at Elim Lutheran!
with youth, choir, and
On the second and fourth Sundays
congregation celebrating with
of each month, we will use a
Sam Black, Elim Music Director

Would you prefer to worship from home? Are you away from home for the weekend? Would you like
to invite friends and family outside the area to join Elim’s worship? Worship will continue to be held on
Zoom on Sunday Mornings! The live service will be shared via Zoom so you will be able to worship
alongside those who are in-person.
To login: Use the Zoom app on your phone/tablet or go to www.zoom.us on your computer.
Enter Meeting ID: 301 074 408
Or call in (312) 626-6799 (audio only; long distance rates apply) Enter Meeting ID: 301 074 408

In-person worship will be cancelled, and be only available on Zoom if
Air temperature is more than –25 degrees and/or
MNDOT is advising NO TRAVEL
If you are unsure if there will be in-person worship, you can call:
r visit Elim’s Facebook Page

-

Haven’t been able to attend Sunday School yet this year?

Know that it’s never too late to show up on Sunday
mornings! Your presence is missed! Can’t make it
every week? We understand! Please come when you
can! Your Sunday School team looks forward to
welcoming you and your family, to catch up, to share
God’s love with one another, to grow in faith, and
laugh and prayer together.
Our time together on Sunday mornings has us
exploring the Bible lesson being used in worship! Kids
of all ages, families, "young at heart" adults… ALL are
welcome!
*Sunday School 9-10am in the Fellowship Hall
*Table activities and chats led by Deb and the Sunday
School team
Masks are required: keeping us safe, keeps those we see
in the community safe. Thank you!

Jennifer is eager & excited to get started on music for
the Christmas Program to be held on Sunday,
December 19.
Are you interested in singing a solo, duet, small
group? Please let Jen or Deb know!

Wednesday Evenings at 6:45pm until Dec 15 (no class
Nov 24).
Confirmation Sunday for 9th graders: will be Sunday,
April 24 at 10:15AM.,

A group of Elim students and adult leaders will attend the Synod Journey to the ELCA Youth
Gathering next summer, July 21-28, 2022. Please keep Eddie, Sophia, Jayden, Bella, Darla,
and Deb in your prayers!
The first part of the Journey will happen over these next months as the group gathers for bible
study, group building, and fundraising. In July, we will meet up with other Northeastern Minnesota ELCA churches to
serve, worship and play in the Twin Ports! After a few days in the Duluth/Superior area we will head to Minneapolis
for the ELCA Youth Gathering, There we will be with other youth from around the United States as well as other
countries. We will spend a day participating in Service Learning, another day as a synod group learning and
worshipping, and then another day will be spent at the Interaction Center where the Minneapolis Convention Center
is transformed with a variety of experiences to explore. Each evening we will meet at US Bank Stadium to hear
amazing speakers and music. It is a time serve, grow in faith, and create some amazing memories!

The practice of stewardship invites us to look in
three different directions:
DOWN, IN and OUT.
·
·
·

We begin by looking at how God has come
down to us.
We then look in to discover all that God has
entrusted to our care.
We end by looking out to understand the needs
of our neighbors.

While these three actions may not always happen in
this order, the practice of stewardship always invites
all three.
In the last newsletter we looked at DOWN. This time
we look at IN:

God has skillfully created us and blessed us with
more than we could ever imagine. We are fearfully
and wonderfully made! God knows us deeply and
has created each of us uniquely. God has entrusted
us with an abundance of tangible and intangible
resources – time, talents, treasure and so much
more. While our gifts may seem meager, put in the
hands of God, these gifts can become so much
more. In Mark 6:30-44, Jesus takes a little boy’s
lunch and blesses it to feed thousands. Even in the
midst of scarcity, God provides abundance. God
gives in abundance that we might share in
abundance.
The apostle Paul writes, “And God is able to provide
you with every blessing in abundance, so that by
always having enough of everything, you may share
abundantly in every good work.”
(2 Corinthians 9:8)
When we realize that all we have belongs to God
and not to us, we can’t help but give it away in
thanksgiving for God’s generosity to us. We give
joyfully, graciously and sacrificially because we
know that our resources are not ours to keep but are
God’s to share.

Lots of people are hesitant to make pledges, partly
because they don’t want anyone else to see what
they are giving. “That’s between God and me”
they will say. And that’s true.
So this year, we are going to do BGAM pledges,
“Between God And Me.” On Christ the King
Sunday, November 21st during worship, you will
be given a pledge card and an envelope. We ask
you to fill out the card, put it in the envelope, seal
it, and address it to yourself. I will hold on to your
card for the next year, and mail it back to you in
November, 2022. Then you will be able to see
what you hoped you would be able to give over
the year, and what you actually did give. Just
between God and you.

October Expenses: $19,903.51
Current Checkbook Balance (11/2/21): $15,223.91
Thank you for your continued support of God’s
ministry through the people of Elim

Elim’s 2022 Annual Meeting will be held
following worship on Sunday, January 30 th at
approximately 11:30. We will pass the 2022
Budget, elect council members, take the
second vote on our new constitution, and will
also meet as the Elim Foundation. All
confirmed members who have communed
AND made a contribution of record in 2020 or
2021 are considered voting members. Again,
we MUST have at least 50 voting members for
a quorum, so please make a point of attending
worship that day. The meeting will also be
available on Zoom, using the same login as
worship.

Craig Ploetz – President

To login: Use the Zoom app on your phone/tablet
or go to www.zoom.us on your computer.
Enter Meeting ID: 301 074 408

Mariah Johnson

Or call in (312) 626-6799 (audio only; long distance
rates apply) Enter Meeting ID: 301 074 408

The Elim Church Council voted at its September
meeting to put the transition team on hold for a few
months, until both Covid and finances have
stabilized a little more. We will take up transition
work again after the New Year. Please be thinking
of people who would be thoughtful members of this
team, who will be working with the congregation to
look back at who Elim has been, examine who Elim
is today, and dream about who Elim might be
tomorrow. Please let Pastor Judy know of people
you think would be good members of this team.

Spring, 2022 – All submissions due by Feb. 13th
Summer, 2022 – All submissions due by May 15th
Fall, 2022 – All submissions due by Aug. 14th
Winter, 2022 – All submissions due by Nov. 13th

Have you moved? Not receiving emails? Please
make sure the church office has your current
contact information. Call the church office or email
deb@elimlc.com.

Darla Pappas – Vice President
Lisa Haglin – Secretary
John Strongitharm – Treasurer (appointed)
Tara Haugen
Lisa Van Doren
Maureen Lundberg
Tom Nikkola
Amy Richard
Trevor Esson
Kim Nieman
Clint Johnson
The 2022 Nominating Committee will be begin
seeking nominations for Church Council soon.
There are at least two positions open. If you are
interested in serving on the Church Council, please
talk to Pastor Judy.

In order for the congregation and the church council to deal effectively with issues, the
following guidelines are to be followed:
1. All members affirm their right to express their opinions about the life and ministry of the
congregation.

2. The congregation operates with a direct democracy form of government that allows
members to share opinions directly with the pastor, church council, committees, and at
congregational meetings.
3. When members of the congregation express an opinion to a member of the council, the
council person shall ask, "What would you like me to do with this information?"
4. If the member desires to have the information transmitted to the council, the member shall
be invited to bring the information/opinion to the next council meeting. The time and date
shall be given.
5. If the member does not wish to appear in person, the council member shall ask the
member for permission to use their name in reporting. If permission is not given, the council
member shall say, "I'm sorry but I will not be able to report this to the council since we do not
deal with anonymous letters or comments."
6. If permission is given, the council member shall report the information/opinion to the
council and use the member's name.
7. At his/her discretion, a council member may ask that the member refer this issue to another
council member for presentation.
8. Each issue shall be placed on the agenda and written in the minutes along with the action
taken by the council. Action may include: "Received as information," "Pastor and/or President
to visit member and report at next meeting," etc.
9. Opinions may be shared in writing with the council and shall be handled in the above
mentioned manner if the letter or statement is signed.
Adopted by Elim Lutheran Church of Duluth Church Council September 19, 2021
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Elim Lutheran Church
6101 Cody Street
Duluth, MN 55807
(218) 624-2690
PASTOR JUDY ANDERSON-BAUER:

j.andersonbauer@gmail.com
DEB WESTERBERG, YOUTH & FAMILY:

debw@elimlc.com
SAM BLACK, MUSIC DIRECTOR:

Cooltune7@gmail.com

On the web at
www.elimlc.com
On Facebook at
ElimDuluth

Both Pastor Judy and Deb are usually in the church office
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings,
from 9:30-noon, (and by appointment)
unless they are tending to Elim’s ministry elsewhere.

